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WITH AN ENGLISH JOURNALIST   ,.

An English friend enquired :

" Was the world progressing ? Had the making of life and
struggle for existence easier in the modern world resulted in the
dulling of man's instincts and sensibilities ?"

"If that is your comment, I will subscribe to it," replied
GandhijL

'" And the atom bomb ?"

" O, on that point you can proclaim to the whole world with-
out hesitation," exclaimed Gandhiji, " that I am beyond repair.
I regard the employment of'the atom bomb for the wholesale
destruction of men, women and children as the most diabolical
use of science,"

What was the antidote ? Had it antiquated non-violence ?
""No," was Gandhiji's reply. On the contrary, non-violence was
the only thing that was now left in the field. " It is the only
thing that the atom bomb cannot destroy. I did not move a
muscle when I first heard that the atom bomb had wiped out
Hiroshima. On the contrary, I said to myself, ' Unless now the
world adopts non-violence, it will spell certain suicide for* man-
kind.1" '

New Delhi, 24~9-'46

Harijan, 29-9-194.8

98